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The Carol Picart Courtyard at the Victoria Jubilee Hospital (VJH) provides a peaceful
space for healthcare workers to rest, reflect and recharge amid the demands of one of
Jamaica’s busiest maternity hospitals.

Developed under the Ministry of Health and Wellness’ Compassionate Care Programme
and funded by the Mia’Sarka Foundation, the courtyard features landscaped gardens,
outdoor seating, indoor lounges, artwork and quiet areas designed to promote
relaxation, mental wellness and rejuvenation.

At the official opening on Wednesday, June 10, 2026,  Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton,
Minister of Health and Wellness, welcomed the facility and described it as a model that
could become standard across Jamaica’s healthcare system. He emphasised that the
well-being of healthcare workers is directly connected to the quality of patient care,
noting that hospitals should create environments that support emotional well-being in
addition to providing clinical care.

The courtyard honours Mrs. Carol Picart, a Jamaican-born, UK-based philanthropist
whose Mia’Sarka Foundation has contributed more than $50 million towards medical
equipment, infrastructure improvements and training programmes in Jamaica. Her
humanitarian work also extends to maternal healthcare initiatives in Kenya and Uganda
.
Mrs. Picart explained that the courtyard was created as a “little oasis” where healthcare
workers can escape the pressures of their demanding roles and re-energise. She also
outlined plans for further initiatives supporting maternal and neonatal care, mobile
outreach clinics, education, healthcare careers and mental health.

The courtyard ultimately represents a commitment to compassionate care for both
patients and caregivers, recognising that those who dedicate themselves to caring for
others also need spaces to rest, recharge and feel supported.
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Highlights of Trade Winds Citrus Limited 
 Tru-Juice 5k

Several members of staff from Linstead Hospital and Spanish Town Hospital participated in the 11th
staging of the Trade Winds Citrus Limited Tru-Juice 5K Run/Walk, held on Sunday, June 7, 2026, in
support of a worthy cause while promoting the importance of health, wellness and an active lifestyle.
Their participation also reflected the hospital’s continued commitment to community engagement
beyond the walls of the facility.

This year’s event carried added significance for Linstead Hospital, as proceeds will support the
purchase of much-needed equipment for the hospital, helping to strengthen its capacity to deliver
quality healthcare to patients.

See pictorial highlights below:
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8 Open-Heart Cardiac Surgeries Performed at
Bustamante Hospital for Children

Between June 8 and 15, 2026, eight Jamaican children with complex heart conditions received
lifesaving open-heart surgeries at the Bustamante Hospital for Children through a collaborative
cardiac surgery mission involving Chain of Hope UK, Gift of Life International and local healthcare
teams.

The children, many of whom had challenges with everyday activities, were given an opportunity for
improved health and quality of life through access to specialised cardiac care.

The mission also marked 30 years of cardiac surgery missions to Jamaica by renowned surgeons
Professor Victor Tsang and Professor Magdi Yacoub, who first visited the island in 1996 to provide free
cardiac interventions for children.

The latest mission brought together an international team of cardiac surgeons, cardiologists,
anaesthetists, nurses, intensivists, perfusionists and other specialists, who worked alongside Jamaican
healthcare professionals. Beyond the surgeries, the visiting team provided hands-on training and
knowledge exchange, strengthening local expertise and paediatric cardiac services.

Mr. Anthony Wood, CEO of the Bustamante Hospital for Children, expressed appreciation to the
international partners, noting that the collaboration not only transforms children’s lives but also
strengthens Jamaica’s capacity to provide advanced cardiac care.



Victoria Jubilee Hospital (VJH) has strengthened its capacity to care for mothers and

newborns with the donation of 13 Cardiotocography (CTG) machines and a state-of-the-

art ultrasound machine, valued at JA$32 million.

The equipment was handed over on June 15, 2026, through a partnership between Food

For the Poor Jamaica and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The CTG

machines will allow healthcare workers to closely monitor foetal heart rates and uterine

contractions, while the ultrasound machine will support the early detection of

complications during pregnancy.

The initiative also included training for doctors, nurses and other healthcare workers to

ensure the equipment is used effectively.

The Hon. Krystal Lee, State Minister, Ministry of Health and Wellness,  said the investment

will provide reassurance for expectant mothers and strengthen the ability of healthcare

workers to deliver timely and quality care.

The new equipment represents a significant boost to VJH’s efforts to improve outcomes

for mothers, babies and families across Jamaica.
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Victoria Jubilee Hospital Receives Ultrasound and CTG
Machines

 Hon. Krystal Lee (second right), State Minister, Ministry of Health & Wellness, converses with stakeholders during the official handover
ceremony of the 13 Cardiotocography (CTG) machines and one state-of-the-art ultrasound machine to  Victoria Jubilee Hospital  on Monday
June 15, 2026. The items, valued at $32 million were donated by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and  Food For the Poor
Jamaica. Sharing in the occasion (from left) are Elder Paul Sutherland;, Missionary for Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints; Mrs. Jean
Lowrie-Chin, Board Director, Food For the Poor Jamaica; Dr. Garth McDonald, Senior Medical Officer, Victoria Jubilee Hospital; Mrs. Elise
Fairweather-Blackwood; Deputy Director of Nursing Services, Victoria Jubilee Hospital; Mrs. Denise Cagley-Jefferson, Executive Director of
Food For The Poor (FFTP) Jamaica and Elder Ahmad Corbitt Caribbean Area Presidency at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.
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On Monday, June 15, 2026, SERHA launched a new Electronic Food Handlers E-Card/E-Permit
through the IDPro Identity Management System. The initiative provides applicants with faster
and more convenient access to their permits through a fully digital process, eliminating the
need to visit health departments to collect printed Food Handlers' Permit cards.

This system is the first of its kind to be implemented across the Regional Health Authorities.
Designed by SERHA’s ICT Department based on a recommendation from the Internal Audit
Department, its introduction marks a strategic shift from traditional physical cards to digital
e-cards. This transition is projected to bring an estimated J$16.8 million in savings to the
Region.

Under the upgraded process, applicants across Kingston and St. Andrew, St. Catherine, and
St. Thomas whose permits have been approved by the Medical Officer of Health (MOH) will
have immediate access to their electronic permits. Persons will be able to view their Food
Handlers E-Card/E-Permit, download a PDF copy of the permit, and save the permit to their
mobile device for future reference.

Members of the public are encouraged to provide a valid email address when submitting
applications to facilitate the seamless delivery of their electronic permits. Applicants who
provided an email address during the application process will receive their electronic permit
directly in their inbox. Applicants who did not provide an email address can still access and
download a PDF copy of their permit by visiting the SERHA Permit Verification Portal
(https://phcms.serha.gov.jm/verify-permit/home) and entering their First Name, Last Name,
Date of Birth, Permit Number, or Application Number to verify their information. The Permit
Number and Application Number can be found on the receipt issued upon payment for the
permit.

SERHA remains committed to modernizing its services through innovative technology
solutions that improve efficiency, accessibility, and customer satisfaction.
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The Spanish Town Hospital strengthened its ability to diagnose and care for patients
with the addition of three pieces of medical equipment, handed over on June 16, 2026.

The equipment includes an ultrasound machine donated by Dr. Elon Thompson, Head
of Urology Department, STH and a prostate biopsy donated by IRAD Medical Suppliers,
and a Sequential Compression Device (SCD) donated by Sunrise Medical Limited.

The ultrasound machine and biopsy equipment will enhance the hospital’s ability to
detect and diagnose prostate cancer earlier, allowing patients to receive treatment
sooner. Dr. Thompson noted that the ultrasound machine fills a key gap in the Urology
Department’s services and will help to reduce delays in diagnosis.

The SCD will support patient safety by improving blood circulation and helping to
prevent deep-vein thrombosis (DVT), particularly among patients with limited mobility.

Dr. Jacqueline Wright-James, Senior Medical Officer, STH, commended Dr. Thompson
for his fifth years of service, clinical excellence and dedication to strengthening the
hospital’s urology services.

With the new equipment, the hospital is better positioned to provide timely diagnosis,
treatment and safer care for its patients.
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Spanish Town Hospital Urology Services Marks Five
Years with New Equipment Donation

Dr. Elon Thompson (second right), Head of the Urology Department at Spanish Town Hospital (STH), celebrates the
handover of  medical equipment, including an ultrasound machine, which he donated to the institution, on June 16, 2026.
Others pictured (from left) are Mr. Abdon Campbell, Parish Manager, St Catherine Health Services; Mr. Everton Anderson,
Chief Executive Officer of the National Health Fund (NHF); Dr. Jacqueline Wright-James, Senior Medical Officer, STH and Ms.
Jacqueline Ellis, Chief Executive Officer, STH.



SERHA’s call for Jamaicans to give blood was met with a strong response, as the

Spanish Town Hospital’s blood donation drive on June 20, 2026, successfully met

its target.

The blood drive was held in support of World Blood Donor Day and encouraged

members of the public to donate blood to help replenish supplies and support

patients in need.

Dr. Jacqueline Wright-James, Senior Medical Officer at Spanish Town Hospital,

continues to emphasize the importance of regular voluntary blood donation,

noting that donated blood can make a critical difference for patients undergoing

surgery, persons injured in emergencies, mothers experiencing complications

during childbirth and others requiring life-saving care.

The successful drive reflects the power of community support in strengthening

the health system. Every donor made a meaningful contribution towards

ensuring that blood is available when patients need it most.

JUNE -AUGUST 2026

Spanish Town Hospital’s Blood Drive
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MOHW Launches Accountability Framework to
Strengthen Oversight Across Health Sector

On June 19, 2026, the Ministry of Health and Wellness signed a Memorandum of Understanding

(MOU) for the Accountability Framework with Jamaica’s four Regional Health Authorities (RHAs) and

other public health-sector bodies.

The framework focuses on strengthening accountability in three key areas: governance and

oversight, financial and procurement accountability, and capacity and performance management.

Speaking at the signing ceremony at the AC Marriott Hotel, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton,  

Minister of Health and Wellness, challenged health-sector leaders to improve performance and

ensure that Government’s significant investment in public health translates into better patient

experiences.

Dr. Tufton highlighted concerns including poor customer service, delayed clinics, unclean facilities

and repeated appointment rescheduling, noting that these issues can undermine public

confidence. “Public health does not have a resource problem. We have a management problem

and a leadership problem,” he stated.

The Minister emphasized that the framework is not intended to punish workers, but to strengthen

organizational culture, improve leadership and restore public confidence. He also called for greater

attention to staff welfare, including wellness programmes and improved facilities for healthcare

workers.

Over the next 12 to 18 months, the Accountability Framework will focus on improving service

delivery, leadership and accountability across Jamaica’s public health system.

8

Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (second right), Minister of Health & Wellness, shakes hand while handing over the
signed Memorandum of Understanding for the Accountability Framework to Mr. Lascelles Brown (second left),
Regional Director, SERHA, during the function on June 19, 2026 at AC Marriot Hotel. Sharing in the occasion (from
left) are Major (Ret’d) Dr. Susan Wright, Acting Regional Technical Director, SERHA and Mr. Errol C. Greene,
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Health & Wellness.
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Launch of Chronic Care Connect
and Jamaica Moves App

The Ministry of Health and Wellness launched two technology-driven initiatives such as

Chronic Care Connect (CCC) and Jamaica Moves App on June 24, 2026, aimed at

strengthening the management of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) and empowering

Jamaicans to take greater responsibility for their health.

Launched by Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton, Minister of Health and Wellness at the Social

Development Commission (SDC) Complex in Spanish Town, the initiatives are the Chronic

Care Connect (CCC) pilot and the Jamaica Moves mobile application.

The one-year CCC pilot will involve approximately 600 volunteer patients across six health

centres, providing a more proactive and patient-centred approach to managing conditions

such as diabetes and hypertension. Participants will receive additional support in areas

including exercise, nutrition, footcare and health technology, while benefiting from more

streamlined clinic visits.

The Jamaica Moves app enables users to track physical activity and monitor key health

indicators, including blood pressure, blood sugar and weight, using their smartphones.

The initiatives form part of the Health Systems Strengthening Programme (HSSP),

supported by the European Union (EU) and Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). The

programme seeks to modernise healthcare through technology, improve patient

engagement and monitoring, and ultimately reduce the impact of NCDs on individuals,

families and the health system.
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SERHA Invests JA$44Million in New Fleet of Vehicles 

10

SERHA has expanded its operational capacity with the acquisition of five new fleet vehicles
valued at some J$44 million, aimed at strengthening support services across its health
network.

The investment, totalling J$44,019,968.80, includes one (1) retrofitted wheelchair- accessible
coaster bus and four (4) panel vans. The coaster bus was acquired at a cost of J$17,816,964.40,
while each panel van cost J$6,550,751.10. The vehicles have been assigned to targeted areas
within the region to address specific service needs:
• Liguanea Region:  One retrofitted wheelchair-accessible coaster bus assigned to the Sir
John Golding Rehabilitation Centre (SGJRC) to support patient transport, particularly for
persons requiring wheelchair access. One panel van to support Dietary Services operations.
• St. Joseph’s Hospital:  One panel van allocated to strengthen day-to-day operational
activities and internal logistics.
• Regional Transport Department: Two panel vans designated for system-wide support,
including laundry transportation and other essential logistical functions across SERHA
facilities.

This expansion is expected to improve coordination of non-clinical services such as patient
transport, dietary delivery, and laundry distribution, contributing to smoother facility
operations across the region.

The initiative forms part of SERHA’s broader strategy to modernise infrastructure and
improve the reliability of essential support systems within the public health sector.

Staff members of the Transport Department share a light
 moment while posing in front of the new panel vans.
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Family Care Giver Programme Expands to Spanish Town Hospital

At Spanish Town Hospital, families are being given a more active role in supporting their loved ones during
hospitalisation through the Family Caregivers Programme, which was introduced at the facility on July 15, 2026.

The initiative is part of a standardized national framework of the Ministry of Health & Wellness designed to make
patients more comfortable, improve their experience in hospital and strengthen the partnership between healthcare
workers and families.

Under this programme, patients can identify a family member or close friend to serve as their designated caregiver.
These caregivers provide non-clinical support, including feeding, comfort and emotional encouragement, while
doctors, nurses and other licensed healthcare professionals continue to manage all medical treatment.

 Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton, Minister of Health and Wellness, described the programme as a “game changer” in
the administration of healthcare, emphasising that families have an important role to play in a patient’s recovery.
“Health is everybody’s business and the administration of health is everybody’s business, not just the victim of illness
the patient, not just the doctors and nurses of the hospital but family members must be part of the therapy,” he
said.

Spanish Town Hospital is the second facility to implement the programme and the first to extend it to adult patients.
The initiative was first launched at the Bustamante Hospital for Children on January 19, 2026.

Since its launch at the children’s hospital, 1,053 caregivers have enrolled, providing care and psychosocial support to
more than 737 young patients. Dr. Tufton said the experience has been rewarding for patients, families, clinicians and
hospital management, noting that the programme has helped to bring everyone together in supporting patients
through their recovery.

The Family Caregivers Programme is expected to be implemented across public hospitals operated by Jamaica’s
Regional Health Authorities, creating a more structured and supportive approach to family involvement in patient
care.

At its heart, the programme recognizes a simple but powerful idea: healing is not only about medicine it is also about
having someone you trust by your side.
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Kudos to SERHA’s NCD and Injury Prevention Unit
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The Kingston Public Hospital (KPH) hosted its Health and Wellness Fair on Thursday, July 30, 2026, at Saint

William Grant Park in Downtown Kingston, as part of its year-long activities commemorating its 250th

anniversary under the theme, “250 Years of Healing Jamaica.”

Members of the public benefited from free health checks and services, including; Blood pressure checks,

Body Mass Index (BMI) assessments, Blood glucose tests, Blood cholesterol tests, Vision tests and other

health screenings and health education services. 

Healthcare professionals and partners also offered services, including Know Your Numbers screenings,

medical consultations, BMI assessments, physiotherapy, dietary advice, and renal and eye care.

Mr. Dwayne Francis, Acting Chief Executive Officer, KPH, said that the event was part of the hospital’s effort

to give back to the people of downtown Kingston and the wider country.

Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton, Minister of Health & Wellness, commended KPH’s contribution to

healthcare and praised its staff for their continued commitment to patient care. The Minister also noted that

plans are advancing for the construction of a new Kingston Public Hospital, marking the beginning of a new

chapter for the historic institution. See pictorial highlights below: 
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Highlights of KPH’s Health Fair
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Infrastructural Progress Report on Health Facilities in 
St. Catherine 
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ST. JAGO COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH CENTRE

OLD HARBOUR COMPREHENSIVE  HEALTH CENTRE

PORTMORE COMPREHENSIVE  HEALTH CENTRE

SPANISH TOWN HOSPITAL

Spanish Town Hospital’s new six-storey

wing has reached its maximum height,

with the project 45% complete as of August

17, 2026. The J$5.5-billion redevelopment

will expand Accident & Emergency services

and add operating theatres, an Intensive

Care Unit (ICU), and advanced diagnostic

services, including CT scans and MRI. Bed

capacity will also increase by approximately

100 beds. The project remains on track for

completion in early 2027.
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The new Old Harbour Comprehensive

Health Centre is 95% complete and is

expected to begin phased operations in the

final quarter of 2026. The nearly J$1-billion,

2,000-square-metre facility will serve up to

10,000 patients monthly. New services will

include X-ray, ECG, physiotherapy,

ultrasound, expanded laboratory testing for

chronic illnesses, audiometry, and

expanded dental services.
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On July 18, 2026, nearly 500 participants supported the sixth staging of

the Jamaica Energy Partners (JEP) Group’s RAYZ for Life 5K, raising

$5.1 million for the Oncology Department at the Bustamante Hospital

for Children (BHC).

Held at Norbrook Loop under the theme “Finishing What We Started,”

the event surpassed its initial $3-million target, following an initial

donation of $4.7 million, with support from 30 sponsors, participants

and donors.

The funds will help the Oncology Department at BHC acquire

essential equipment to support the care of children diagnosed with

cancer. Mr. Anthony Wood, Chief Executive Officer of BHC, expressed

gratitude to JEP and everyone who contributed. He stated that “this

contribution will support the Oncology Department by providing

essential equipment to help care for children diagnosed with cancer.

We are truly grateful to Jamaica Energy Partners Group and

everyone who made this possible.”

Dr. Wayne McKenzie, JEP Group President and CEO, said the

organization remains committed to supporting Bustamante Hospital

for Children and the patients it serves.
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Jamaica Energy Partners Hands Over JA$4.7 Million
Cheque to Bustamante Hospital for Children
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The Vector Control Team at the St. Thomas Health

Department is better equipped to protect

communities from mosquito-borne diseases

following the acquisition of five new swing foggers,

valued at more than $3 million that was delivered

on August 5, 2026.

The new equipment will strengthen mosquito

control activities across the parish, supporting

ongoing efforts to reduce mosquito breeding and

prevent the spread of vector-borne diseases.

The investment is another step towards improving

the team’s capacity to respond to mosquito threats

and keep communities in St. Thomas safer and

healthier.
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Five New Swing Machines for Vector Control Team in St. Thomas

 World Mosquito Day Highlights
The Vector Control Unit of the Kingston and St. Andrew Health Department intensified its call for Jamaicans to take

action against mosquitoes and hosted its World Mosquito Day Expo on Thursday, August 20, 2026, at Nelson Mandela

Park in Half Way Tree. Held under the theme, “Taking Action Together: Building Mosquito-Resilient Communities,” the

expo brought health education and services directly to the public while highlighting the critical role communities play

in reducing mosquito breeding and protecting public health.

Members of the public benefited from free health checks, including blood pressure, blood sugar, blood cholesterol and

body mass index (BMI) assessments, as well as HIV testing. Participants also benefited from educational sessions

focused on mosquito prevention and control. Below are pictorial highlights:
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Park in Half Way Tree. Held under the theme, “Taking Action Together: Building Mosquito-Resilient Communities,” the

expo brought health education and services directly to the public while highlighting the critical role communities play

in reducing mosquito breeding and protecting public health.

Members of the public benefited from free health checks, including blood pressure, blood sugar, blood cholesterol and

body mass index (BMI) assessments, as well as HIV testing. Participants also benefited from educational sessions

focused on mosquito prevention and control. Below are pictorial highlights:
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@theserhajm

SERHA congratulates all staff across
the Region who have been crowned
winners in various pageantry
competitions, including the 1st Runner-
Up in the LASCO Nurse of the Year
competition.
 

Tell us what is happening in your facility. Call Mrs. Shuwana Benjamin, Public
Relations Manager, SERHA at (876) 816-8058 or send an email to
shuwanab@serha.gov.jm. You may also call Mr. Raemone Collier, Public Relations
Officer, SERHA at (876) 540-0603 or send an email to raemonec@serha.gov.jm.

HR mATTERS
JUNE-AUGUST 2026

AWARDS / RECOGNITIONDEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 

REMINDER
 All officers/employees must sign in and sign
out of the register book on a daily basis.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

CONGRATULATIONS- HONOURS AND AWARDS 
 Dr. Colin Abel, Head of Paediatric Surgery and Liver
Transplant, Bustamante Hospital for Children in the Field
of Medicine. 
Ms. Jacqueline Ellis, Chief Executive Officer, Spanish Town
Hospital for Public Health Administration. 
Mr. Lennox Gordon, Parish Engineer, St. Catherine Health
Service for Public Health Care and Emergency Care. 

Like, Follow and Subscribe @theserhajm1
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	SERHA TIMES
	NEWSLETTER
	What’s Inside
	The Official Opening of the Carol Picart Courtyard at Victoria Jubilee Hospital
	Developed under the Ministry of Health and Wellness’ Compassionate Care Programme and funded by the Mia’Sarka Foundation, the courtyard features landscaped gardens, outdoor seating, indoor lounges, artwork and quiet areas designed to promote relaxation, mental wellness and rejuvenation.
	At the official opening on Wednesday, June 10, 2026,  Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton, Minister of Health and Wellness, welcomed the facility and described it as a model that could become standard across Jamaica’s healthcare system. He emphasised that the well-being of healthcare workers is directly connected to the quality of patient care, noting that hospitals should create environments that support emotional well-being in addition to providing clinical care.
	The courtyard honours Mrs. Carol Picart, a Jamaican-born, UK-based philanthropist whose Mia’Sarka Foundation has contributed more than $50 million towards medical equipment, infrastructure improvements and training programmes in Jamaica. Her humanitarian work also extends to maternal healthcare initiatives in Kenya and Uganda
	.
	Mrs. Picart explained that the courtyard was created as a “little oasis” where healthcare workers can escape the pressures of their demanding roles and re-energise. She also outlined plans for further initiatives supporting maternal and neonatal care, mobile outreach clinics, education, healthcare careers and mental health.
	The courtyard ultimately represents a commitment to compassionate care for both patients and caregivers, recognising that those who dedicate themselves to caring for others also need spaces to rest, recharge and feel supported.
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	Highlights of Trade Winds Citrus Limited
	Tru-Juice 5k
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	8 Open-Heart Cardiac Surgeries Performed at Bustamante Hospital for Children
	JUNE -AUGUST 2026

	Victoria Jubilee Hospital Receives Ultrasound and CTG Machines
	Victoria Jubilee Hospital (VJH) has strengthened its capacity to care for mothers and newborns with the donation of 13 Cardiotocography (CTG) machines and a state-of-the-art ultrasound machine, valued at JA$32 million.
	The equipment was handed over on June 15, 2026, through a partnership between Food For the Poor Jamaica and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The CTG machines will allow healthcare workers to closely monitor foetal heart rates and uterine contractions, while the ultrasound machine will support the early detection of complications during pregnancy.
	The initiative also included training for doctors, nurses and other healthcare workers to ensure the equipment is used effectively.
	The Hon. Krystal Lee, State Minister, Ministry of Health and Wellness,  said the investment will provide reassurance for expectant mothers and strengthen the ability of healthcare workers to deliver timely and quality care.
	The new equipment represents a significant boost to VJH’s efforts to improve outcomes for mothers, babies and families across Jamaica.
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	Soft Launch of Digital Food Handlers Permit Certificate
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	Spanish Town Hospital Urology Services Marks Five Years with New Equipment Donation
	The Spanish Town Hospital strengthened its ability to diagnose and care for patients with the addition of three pieces of medical equipment, handed over on June 16, 2026.
	The equipment includes an ultrasound machine donated by Dr. Elon Thompson, Head of Urology Department, STH and a prostate biopsy donated by IRAD Medical Suppliers, and a Sequential Compression Device (SCD) donated by Sunrise Medical Limited.
	The ultrasound machine and biopsy equipment will enhance the hospital’s ability to detect and diagnose prostate cancer earlier, allowing patients to receive treatment sooner. Dr. Thompson noted that the ultrasound machine fills a key gap in the Urology Department’s services and will help to reduce delays in diagnosis.
	The SCD will support patient safety by improving blood circulation and helping to prevent deep-vein thrombosis (DVT), particularly among patients with limited mobility.
	Dr. Jacqueline Wright-James, Senior Medical Officer, STH, commended Dr. Thompson for his fifth years of service, clinical excellence and dedication to strengthening the hospital’s urology services.
	With the new equipment, the hospital is better positioned to provide timely diagnosis, treatment and safer care for its patients.
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	Spanish Town Hospital’s Blood Drive
	JUNE -AUGUST 2026

	MOHW Launches Accountability Framework to Strengthen Oversight Across Health Sector
	On June 19, 2026, the Ministry of Health and Wellness signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the Accountability Framework with Jamaica’s four Regional Health Authorities (RHAs) and other public health-sector bodies.
	The framework focuses on strengthening accountability in three key areas: governance and oversight, financial and procurement accountability, and capacity and performance management.
	Speaking at the signing ceremony at the AC Marriott Hotel, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton,  Minister of Health and Wellness, challenged health-sector leaders to improve performance and ensure that Government’s significant investment in public health translates into better patient experiences.
	Dr. Tufton highlighted concerns including poor customer service, delayed clinics, unclean facilities and repeated appointment rescheduling, noting that these issues can undermine public confidence. “Public health does not have a resource problem. We have a management problem and a leadership problem,” he stated.
	The Minister emphasized that the framework is not intended to punish workers, but to strengthen organizational culture, improve leadership and restore public confidence. He also called for greater attention to staff welfare, including wellness programmes and improved facilities for healthcare workers.
	Over the next 12 to 18 months, the Accountability Framework will focus on improving service delivery, leadership and accountability across Jamaica’s public health system.
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	Launch of Chronic Care Connect and Jamaica Moves App
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	SERHA Invests JA$44Million in New Fleet of Vehicles
	Staff members of the Transport Department share a light
	moment while posing in front of the new panel vans.
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	Family Care Giver Programme Expands to Spanish Town Hospital
	Kudos to SERHA’s NCD and Injury Prevention Unit
	JUNE -AUGUST 2026

	Highlights of KPH’s Health Fair
	Members of the public benefited from free health checks and services, including; Blood pressure checks, Body Mass Index (BMI) assessments, Blood glucose tests, Blood cholesterol tests, Vision tests and other health screenings and health education services.
	Healthcare professionals and partners also offered services, including Know Your Numbers screenings, medical consultations, BMI assessments, physiotherapy, dietary advice, and renal and eye care.
	JUNE -AUGUST 2026
	Infrastructural Progress Report on Health Facilities in
	St. Catherine
	TThe Greater Portmore Comprehensive Health Centre is 97% complete, with its J$660-million expansion set to provide enhanced services, including X-ray, ECG, physiotherapy, ultrasound, and expanded laboratory testing for chronic illnesses.
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